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no attempt to teach literature to their pupils, but should
limit themselves sternly to the teaching: of language
which has been the subject of our previous chapters,
because they may be quite certain that pupils will gain
nothing by receiving from their teacher what he has-
not to give, and will be merely mocked by a pretencel
The distaste for English literature which pupils acquire
in school life is, of course, not a distaste for literature
at all; it is merely indignation at a hoax : of literature
they have tasted nothing. A distaste for literature is a
contradiction in terms, for literature is the delightful,
presented in delightful words. The persistent distaste
for literature amongst Indian schoolboys is the outcome
of a task laid upon the teacher which is beyond his
strength, and the nature of which he does not
understand. ' If', write the recent Committee on the
Teaching of English in England, { we have to- commit
the guidance of youth to teachers, who, in default of
the necessary insight and enthusiasm, will fall back
upon conventional appreciations, historical details and
the minute examination of words and phrases, we shall
repeat the failure of the past upon a wider and more
serious scale F1 And again :
' The teacher for whom poetry has no message should
not attempt to take it with a class, unless, perhaps, he
can catch from the children themselves some of their
freshness for a ballad or a play.'2
Dangers in Unreal Teaching- of Literature
In another place:
 *	It is  fatal to  make  literature  a  mere  knowledge
subject—to concentrate on the getting up of the actual
subject-matter or of elaborate annotations, and equally
fatal to substitute for it a mere impression of literary
history.'3 Further:
 *	Nothing is .more likely to  destroy the interest of
boys and girls in literature than to burden their memory
t
1	The   Teaching  of   English   in England,  p.   16.    (H.  M.'s-
Stationery Office.    Is, 6d.)
2	p. 87.	-	3 p. 117.

